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Earl Hillsborough.

My Lord,

I have the satisfaction to learn by Your Lordship's Letter N? 28 that

my Dispatches up to 31 Inclusive have been received. N9 32 was sent

from Bath Town to the care of M!" Heron: I presume it never reached

Him; Therefore now Inclose the Duplicate.

In this publick Letter You will permit me, my Lord, to desire your

Acceptance of my very sincere acknowledgements for the Honorable

manner in which You bore Testimony of my publick Services when You
presented my Letter N9 34 to the King. As I do not find You had any

Thing in Command to Me from His Majesty on the occasion, I must

consider my future prospects in Publick Character lodged in my Royal

Master's Breast. The conscious happiness that flows to my Mind from a

due discharge of my Duty, does not surpass the gratitude that warms
my Heart in the Service of my King.

I must confess the Proceedings of the last Assembly have wounded
my sensibility and being dangerously ill at the time; their conduct took

advantage of the then weak state of my Mind, and for that reason,

perhaps, had made the deeper impression upon it. I wish I could say,

with Lord Botetourt, that my Prospect Brightens. Confidence, my Lord,

that delicate polish in Publick Transactions, has received an ugly

scratch, and I fear we have no Artists Here who can restore it to its

original perfection.

I am in expectation by the end of the present Year to compleat the

House building at Newbern, for the Governor for the Time being, after

which I shall lose no Time in laying before the General Assembly [the

Accounts for] the Disbursements of the Money voted and entrusted to

my Care, for the said purpose. As soon as that business is accomplished

I greatly wish to obtain His Majestys Leave of Absence from the

Province, unless my Services could be acceptable to His Majesty in the

Government of New York. I must therefore beg Your Lordship will lay

my humble request before His Majesty that I may obtain His gracious

Indulgence to return to England for One Year in Spring Twelve Months.

Many Circumstances induce Me to request such Indulgence this insuing

Summer, but the consideration of leaving an open Account of Fifteen

thousand Pounds Currency between the Publick of this Province and

Myself, carry too much weight and Consequence to my Family for me to

harbour a Thought voluntarily to cross the Atlantic before such

Accounts are finally adjusted.
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